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Sample Instructional Strategy

Subject:
ELA
Skill:

Speaking:  Understand how style and content varies; Adjust presentation to
audiences and purposes
Resource:
American Rhetoric website
	Sample Instructional Strategy



	Name/Title

	Assignment Four: Rhetorical Analysis



	Brief Description of Strategy

	Students analyze a speech in the American Rhetoric website using the “Persuasive Appeals” and “Rhetorical Figures” sections of the website.



	Why This Strategy Is Effective

	Provides added practice in use of rhetorical concepts necessary for rhetorical analysis as well as practice in rhetorical analysis. The ability to analyze the rhetoric of others is a prerequisite to students developing their own speeches.



	CRS/TEKS Supported by This Strategy

	CCRS Speaking:  A.1 A.2


	Where to Use This Strategy

	As a sequenced unit in ELA on Public Speaking, this strategy should be used as part of the sequenced unit in Public Speaking.


	How to Use This Strategy

	This strategy will employ group work, homework, and individual work.



	Full Description of the Strategy

	Students read the text of a speech, for instance, Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream," then watch the video, analyzing how delivery and rhetorical situation affect meaning and impact.  The site provides embedded lessons on rhetorical analysis, such as the "Metaphoric Screen" lesson that asks students to analyze the style of a press statement by Dennis Rodman.

PUBLIC SPEAKING UNIT: A sequenced unit on public speaking and communication is provided here that uses the full range of on-line resources. This unit will implement all standards in the III. Speaking section of the ELA Standards. A brief description of the assignment that uses this resource is available below. The full description and sequence is available on the III. Speaking link.

ASSIGNMENT FOUR: Students analyze a speech in the American Rhetoric website using the “Persuasive Appeals” and “Rhetorical Figures” sections of the Silva Rhetoricae website.
Homework: Students print out a copy of Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech from the American Rhetoric Website, highlighting and labeling all uses of rhetorical appeals and rhetorical figures they recognize.
Group Work: Students compare their notes, and develop a master copy of the speech with all rhetorical appeals and figures clearly highlighted and labeled.

Class Work: The class views the video of “I have a Dream” on the American Rhetoric website using their master copy. Students mark those places where King’s style, spoken language, and body language influences the “listener’s understanding.”
Group Work: Students compare their notes from watching the video and discuss the effectiveness of King’s rhetoric.



	Companion Resource

	American Rhetoric website
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